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reorganization of the provinces which were now
added to the empire. If the Manda had needed
help, they might easily have obtained it, for many
a small or great people wonld gladly have joined
in the nndoing of Nineveh for hatred's sake or
for the sake of the vast plunder which ninst have
been stored in the city. For centuries the whole
civilized world had paid unwilling tribute to the
great city, and the treasure thus poured into it had
not all been spent in the maintenance of the stand-
ing army. Plunder beyond dreams of avarice
was there heaped up awaiting the despoiler. The
Mandn would be willing to dare single-handed an
attack on a city which thus promised to enrich
the successful. The Babylonians, or rather the
Chaldeans, had given up the race, content to se-
cure what might fall to them when Assyria was
broken by the onslaught of the Manda. It will
later appear in this narrative that Egypt was anx-
ious to share in the division of the spoil of As-
syria, and actually dispatched an expedition north-
ward. This step was, however, taken too late,
and the Egyptians were not on the ground until
the last great scene was over. The unwillingness
of Nabopolassar and the hesitancy or delay of
other states left the Manda alone to take venge-
ance upon Assyria. Whether the fleeing As-
syrians made a stand at any point before falling
back upon the capital or not we do not know. If
they did, they were defeated and at last were com-
pelled to take refuge in the capital city. The